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This is a extract from an article by Bob Morgan (Northants) that was published in 
the Jan/Feb 1996 issue of “Short Mat World” – the magazine edited by Bob Weafer.  
 

 
The foundations of the game in England seem to have been laid in 1962, when 49-year-
old George Dix from Newcastle Staffordshire, was sent to Northern Ireland by his firm AEI 
to set up a motor factory in Larne. 
 
During his stay he was invited by the Reverend Thornton of St Cedmus’ church to have a 
go at the indoor bowls being played in the village hall. George, as an experienced Crown 
Green player agreed. Here he got his first site of a “short mat” – 45’ long and 6’ wide made 
of 3/16” thick green felt and laid on top of ½” thick brown felt material. The fenders at each 
end were also covered in green felt (to minimise damage to the bowls). 
 
At the halfway point was an obstruction known as the “stick” or “block” - a 3” tall piece of 
wood on a heavy metal base which could swing if hit by the bowl. Various ways of 
returning this to its original position if struck had been tried but without success.  
 
After his first session George was well and truly hooked and in 1967 after 5 years in Larne 
he returned home to Newcastle. He then persuaded the AEI Sports & Social Club to buy a 
mat and underfelt which cost just £35. After marking out the mat and making a “stick” and 
some fenders he took them to the works canteen where the Social Club members took to 
the game with much enthusiasm (using the Irish rule book). 
 
George then bought additional mats and ancillary equipment and started other clubs in 
North Staffs at Telford, Bridgenorth and Birmingham. Thanks to Eddie Baskyfield, the 
sports correspondent of the Evening Sentinel, the game received local publicity and 
demonstrations followed at working men’s clubs, cricket clubs and other organisations in 
the surrounding districts.  
 
In 1969, because of the media publicity and demonstrations, the North Staffordshire and 
South Cheshire league was formed with MA Amos (local councillor) as President, B 
Rowley as Secretary and George Dix as Chairman. 
 
In 1981 George made contact with Ken Dorrington (Tonypandy and Mid Glamorgan) who 
was the Welsh Secretary and travelled to South Wales to see a match between Wales and 
Scotland, who were playing another version of the “Short Green” game.  
 
The Welsh were using a rink marked by string on a full-size indoor rink measuring 60’ long 
and 6’ wide with no block or fenders. The Scots on the other hand were using mats that 
measured 45’ by either 9’ or 12’ with a 2’6” block.  At the time both countries had less than 
20 teams in their respective Associations. 
 
By 1984, with Scotland, Wales, and Ireland already organising their game at national level 
it was logical for England to do the same. In March, a meeting was convened by Bury 
Cooper Whitehead (BCW) makers of Regalgrene Mats and the International Wool 
Secretariat (IWS) with a view to setting up an English Association. Present were members 
of the North Staffs league and representatives of Crown Green, Flat Green and Carpet 
Bowls as well as the Sports Council and a rep from the Scottish Short Rink Bowling 
Association. 



 
The meeting was chaired by Colin Johnson (IWS Special Products Manager). BCW was 
represented by Peter Walter who was taking time out from giving demonstrations with 
BCW’s popular rep. Jim Rose. The result was the formation of the ESMBA under George 
Dix (President) and Peter Walter (Chairman). The other officers were George Measey 
(VC), Harry Lockett from Warrington (Treasurer) and Chris Mills (Secretary), then editor of 
Bowls International. The intention was for these officers to be supplemented by 
representatives from each of the 9 Sports Council regions/zones.  
 
After two more meetings a set of rules had been formulated and by August had been 
distributed nationally. Also, two events had been organised to promote the game. The first 
was a challenge competition at Romiley Forum (Stockport) between David Bryant, Jim 
Baker, Jim Boyle and Russel Evans (representing flat green) and Noel Burrows, Dennis 
Mercer, Norman Fletcher and Tony Poole (representing Crown Green). The second was a 
charity Pairs event in aid of the British Sports Association for the Disable held at 
Northampton. This featured 12 Flat Green internationals – 6 men and 6 women.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
From these beginnings the ESMBA has gone on to organise their Inter-County 
competitions, the National Championships and much more. The BCW rep. Jim Rose 
was instrumental in bringing the game to North Yorkshire – see “The Early Years”. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 
 


