5/8/2020
To all county and area teams of the NESMBA.
The committee had a zoom meeting 4/8/20, regarding the way forward for the NESMBA in the coming 2020/21 season. 
We are mindful of the difficulties and uncertainties that we are all facing at this time with the Covid19 epidemic:- 
· Many of our members are in the age ranges categorised as being vulnerable. 
· Some of the venues that we use for matches are currently placing restrictions on the numbers they are allowing to use their facilities. 
· Social distancing recommendations are not really practical when playing short mat bowls in such confined spaces.
We are committed to the playing of short mat bowls, but the health and safety of our membership must be our principle concern, at this time. So we have taken the following decisions:-
· The NESMBA 2020/21 season is cancelled.
There will be no inter county/area league games, or other associated events.
· No affiliation fees or team fees will be payable.
· The plan is that the next AGM will take place on the 2nd Sunday in June 2021. 

Putting it in simple terms we take a year out.

I am sorry to be the bearer of such bad news, but can assure you that this decision has not been taken lightly and our concern is to keep everyone as safe as possible.
The committee will continue to monitor the ESMBA and Government guidelines. Should things change significantly in the coming year, we will re-assess the situation. I will endeavour to keep you all posted should there be any changes, but at the moment, this looks unlikely.
Hoping to see you all again as soon as we are able to come out of this difficult time.
Shalom	Timothy Pearson (NESMBA Chairman)
