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North Yorkshire Short Mat Bowling Association    

 
Minutes of the 30th AGM          June 27th to July 21st  2021 

 
This AGM was conducted as a “virtual” meeting with all communication exclusively by email. 

 
1 – Jun 20-Jul 11:  Registration of “attendees”.  
2 – Jul 11-19:   Registration of proposers/seconders and queries regarding the Agenda 
3 – Jul 19-21:   Voting 
4 – Jul 11-21:   Open Forum 

 
“ATTENDEES” 
 

 
MANCOM (MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE) 
 

1. Chairman    - Joseph Newsome (JoN)  
2. Vice Chairman   - Rose Haynes  
3. Secretary    - Roger Green (RG) 
4. Treasurer    - Roger Green (RG) 
5. Membership Secretary(acting) - Roger Green (RG)  
6. Junior Coordinator  - Jill Newsome (JiN) 
7. Competition Secretary  - Robert Mumford 
8. County team captains  - Francis Boatman, Arthur Jackson, Pat Jones 
 
CLUBS 
 
1. Boroughbridge   - M Smailes     
2. BSA    - R Good (RGo)    
3. Church Fenton    - D Herbert 
4. Easingwold   - J Hughes, R Dawson, F Alnutt,  
5. Escrick    - D Randon 
6. Great Ouseburn   - P Whitcombe 
7. Hambleton   - H Robertson 
8. Helmsley    - T Brook 
9. Kirkbymoorside   - J Pewtress 
10. Knaresborough   - J Jones 
11. North Duffield   - J Clark 
12. Raskelf     - H Gamble 
13. Scarborough   - G Stephenson 
14. Snaith    - J Goodall 
15. Stewart    - P Hawkett 
16. Wilberfoss   - S Douthwaite 
17. Welburn    - E Gathercole 
18. Wolds    - P Arthur, J Bridges, C Prendergast 
19. Yedingham   - E Rumley 

 

After the above had registered as “attending” a welcome message from the Chairman was 
sent out to all “present”.  There were representatives from 19 clubs, who together with 4 
colleagues and 8 officers made a total of 31 “in the room”. 
 
1 - APOLOGIES FOR NOT TAKING PART 
Rose Haynes was in hospital recovering after an operation but was kept informed by email 
along with all other attendees.  
Of the 18 clubs not “present”, only Stillington had offered their apologies. 
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2 - MINUTES OF LAST MEETINGS (available to view on the NYSMBA website) 
Acceptance of the minutes of last year’s AGM (April 24 2020) was proposed by PA, 
seconded by JH and approved as a full and accurate record by all “present” (with 1 
abstention by Hambleton who had not been present last year). These were then signed 
by the Secretary on behalf of the Chairman. The minutes of 5 subsequent ManCom 
meetings had already been ratified. The minutes of the last ManCom meeting (Jul 2) will 
be ratified at the next one (date tba). 
 
3 - ANY MATTERS ARISING - No matters were raised.          
 
4 - ANNUAL REPORTS from OFFICERS - All Reports had been sent out to all club 
contacts on June 21. There were no modifications to these.   
 
EC EG asked JiN for an update regarding the requirement for clubs to have Safe Bowls 
status after July 19th. If the requirement is to remain, she asked that JiN and the committee 
“do everything in their power” to ensure that any requirements were less onerous and 
intrusive than had been the case to date. 
In reply. JiN stated that the ESMBA were shortly to have a meeting to determine the way 
ahead. She hoped that this would “…reflect the government’s advice that everyone 
acts responsibly both for themselves and the safety of others.” She added that she 
hoped “…the limits on triples and mat distances will be relaxed” and that the 
committee would endeavour to realise this. 
 
5 – FINANCE – The Treasurer’s Report and the Accounts (having been checked by PW) 
had been sent out to all club contacts on Jun 21. The Accounts were accepted after a vote 
from PA was seconded by DR. ManCom had since proposed that the usual annual 
donation of £100 should once again be made to the Yorkshire Air Ambulance Charity. This 
was seconded by JG and agreed by all “present” except Helmsley who abstained.   
 
6 - ELECTION OF OFFICERS for 2020/21 A list of nominations together with proposers 
and seconders had been sent out to all clubs on Jun 21. This showed that 7 current 
incumbents had expressed their willingness to stand for a further year, but that RH and FB 
had (for personal reasons) decided not to seek re-election. Rod Dawson (Easingwold) had 
agreed to fill both these vacant posts. RG who had fulfilled the tasks of Membership 
Secretary (after the resignation of Jean Rhodes) was not willing to continue and David 
Randon (Escrick) had offered to fill this post.  
 
After a proposal from HG was seconded by ER those “present” agreed to the election of all 
9 candidates - with the exception of Helmsley who abstained,  
 
Joseph Newsome (Chairman)    Rod Dawson (Vice Chairman) 
Roger Green (Secretary)    Roger Green (Treasurer)    
David Randon (Membership Secretary)  Jill Newsome (Junior Coordinator) 
Robert Mumford (Competition Secretary) Rod Dawson (C team captain) 
Arthur Jackson (A team captain)   Pat Jones (B team captain) 
 
7 - APPOINTMENTS for 2020/21 
(a) Accounts Checker: Paul Whitcombe (Great Ouseburn) had fulfilled this function for 
several years and was happy to continue.  
(b) Webmaster: RG (Easingwold) was happy to carry on managing/updating the website 
for a further year.  
The re-appointment of both above for a further year was proposed by HR and seconded 
by JP and agreed by all present apart from Helmsley who abstained.   
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8 – PROPOSALS  
The committee had submitted 4 proposals to change the Constitution and full details with 
reasons had been circulated to all clubs on June 21.  
 
Helmsley abstained from all proposals.  
Scarborough abstained from Proposal 4. Wolds and Stewart voted against Proposal 4 
because this proposal produced a conflict with their own constitutions.  
 
All 4 proposals were therefore passed by a majority.  
 
RG thanked the meeting for supporting these changes and the modified version will shortly 
be placed on the website. 
    
9 - OPEN FORUM 

   

Order of Merit (OOM): The trophy could not be awarded until after the 2020 National 
Championships had been held. These are scheduled for September but if these do NOT 
go ahead the OOM award for 2019/20 will be abandoned. 
 
Safe Bowls status: EG expressed concern that the GOV/ESMBA would not remove all 
the current restrictions preventing a full return to normal bowling in the new season. She 
wondered whether other clubs agreed that last season the conditions imposed were 
“overly prescriptive” and had placed to great a burden on clubs and county volunteers. 
She felt that unless there was a substantial relaxation in the guidance, it may prevent club 
officials and members from continuing and that would damage participation at all levels. 
She would like to see a more relaxed approach as per Bowls England guidance.  
 
In response, ER pointed out that this guidance “…. put total responsibility on the 
officers of each club” which resulted in the guidelines being interpreted in different ways. 
The ESMBA approach however, made it clear what is expected from its members in order 
to provide a safe environment and made it clear that any club unable to comply would not 
be able to offer its members an approved safe environment. 
 
Mat separation/finances: EC EG stated that should the 3 metre rule remain, her club 
would be limited to 6 players at a time and would have to raise fees to cover the cost of the 
hall. A friendly sociable club night would no longer be possible and the club’s future (and 
that of the Ryedale league) would be in jeopardy. 
 
JG also agreed that the continuance of Snaith as a club would be jeopardised if 
restrictions were not lifted. Common sense should prevail. 
 
On the subject of club finances, JiN pointed out that many venues had received 
“substantial recompense” from the government which should be passed on to clubs 
using their facilities. She urged clubs to consult their venues about this as they would not 
want to lose their hirers into the future. She also mentioned that there had been little take 
up of the ESMBAs earlier offer of financial help. 
 
The Secretary thanked all present for once again supporting this innovative way of holding 
the EGM AGM which had enabled all essential business to be concluded ready for 2021-
22. 
This is a DRAFT copy. Those “present” at the meeting should advise the Secretary 
of any inaccuracies or omissions as soon as they are noticed. Formal ratification 
will be sought at the 2022 AGM           RBG 21/7/21 
Corrections highlighted in green made subsequent to initial issue     RBG 24/7/21 


