Dear Club Secretaries
Just a quick note to wish you the compliments of the season, to thank you for your
continued support through what has been another difficult year and to express the
hope that, despite the current situation, you are able to enjoy bowling in a safe and
secure environment.
Whilst there is no reason as yet why we cannot keep bowling, I thought it would be
prudent at this time just to reiterate the importance of sticking to your Covid
Awareness Checklist and maybe even reintroducing some of the more stringent
measures which were in operation as of this time last year. You know your clubs best
and are in the best place to ensure safety for all members who will be feeling especially
vulnerable at this time. With all the media coverage, it is difficult to escape the
unending onslaught of ‘advice’ and information which can be very scary for some.I am
sure, like me, you may have slipped back into the old ways of shaking hands, staying
behind to chat and maybe encouraging spectators at sessions but maybe now is the time
to strip back a few of these relaxations so that we can remain open.
I would suggest:
•

Maintain mask wearing around the venue unless bowling.

•

Re-visit your Covid Awareness Checklist and make sure you are sticking to your
decisions, maybe re-share with members and re-iterate what it is they signed up

•

for at the beginning of this season.
Re-visit your original risk assessment and see if there are any measures you feel
should, and could, be re-introduced to increase safety without spoiling the

•

bowling experience.
You think about how many people are at your sessions and how many mats you are
using – do you need to reduce the numbers attending or the number of mats in
use – or maybe you are in the enviable position of being able to use more mats in

•

order to spread people out more.
Making sure that people are practising social distancing, excellent hand hygiene
and sanitising of equipment.

•

Avoiding incidents of social gathering not directly linked to bowling – this may
mean looking again at any planned gatherings to celebrate the season; it’s more
important to protect our members now so that we can hopefully return to normal
by next year.

Again, you know your clubs and your members best, and I know I can rely on you all to
do whatever you feel is practical and necessary to continue to bowl safely and
enjoyably.In the meantime, I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and look forward
to seeing you in what I hope will be a much healthier 2022.
Happy Christmas - Jill.

