
20th July 2021 

Dear Club Secretaries/Safeguarding Officers 

As we approach the end of the outdoor season and the beginning of a new short mat season, 

I am happy to be able to contact you with encouraging news from the ESMBA.  The recent 

relaxation of most of the Covid rules by the government means that, if we are sensible and 

mindful of all our members’ requirements and feelings, we can return to our sport and take 

part pretty much as we would wish to. 

Accompanying this letter is a Statement from the ESMBA Chairman Barry Hedges (17th 

July), a list of Minimum standards (19th July) and a Covid Awareness Guidance Checklist for 

you to use to ensure that all safety issues are addressed, and you can return to short mat 

bowls in the knowledge that you are as safe as it is possible to be, without limiting your 

enjoyment of the sport in any way. The ESMBA would, of course, still prefer all clubs to 

achieve “Safe to Bowl” status, (something our management committee will now be pursuing 

for the county venue). At the same time, they recognise that we are entering a time when 

the responsibility for our safety is placed firmly in our own hands. They have therefore 

issued a list of considerations which they feel should be addressed by every club at their 

playing venue. These are listed on the “Checklist” spreadsheet for your own use. 

I do realise that there will be those amongst us who feel reticent to carry out yet more 

paperwork but as County Safeguarding Officer I would like to ask all clubs to approach this 

with the positivity and determination required to ensure we move forward safely and 

successfully. Whist the restrictions placed on us by our governing body last year seemed 

over the top to some people, no outbreak of Covid was recorded in any of our clubs as stated 

in Barry’s Statement which is testimony to the success of the ESMBA’s guidance. 

With all this in mind, and above all keeping the safety of our members at the forefront of 

everything we do, I would like to ask all clubs to choose the option they feel best for their 

safe and successful return to bowls: 

• Clubs who already have “Safe to Bowl” status may return to bowling immediately having 

either updated their current risk assessment to reflect the recent changes OR 

completed the attached “Checklist”. I feel it would be simpler and more beneficial to 

do the latter as your original risk assessment could then be kept for use should 

restrictions be re-imposed at a later date. A copy of completed “Checklists” should be 

returned to me and one retained by the club for display at the venue and circulation to 

members. 

• Clubs who have not yet achieved “Safe to Bowl” status may return to bowling by 

completing the “Checklist”, submitting a copy to myself, and retaining a copy to display 

at their club and circulation to members. Of course, clubs can still submit “Safe to 

Bowl” paperwork and I will continue to support any club which wishes to do this. 



It would be remiss of us as a responsible County Association not to ensure we have seen 

such paperwork for all our member clubs wishing to play short mat bowls in the 2021/22 

season. 

I am aware that many of us have got used to a real relaxation of the rules as we’ve enjoyed 

outdoor bowling in this glorious sunshine; but what we have to remember is that Short Mat 

we will be taking place in an enclosed space during the months which are the worst for 

respiratory illnesses anyway and with a membership which is largely in the most vulnerable 

age group. We want to return but we need to return safely and successfully; we do not want 

to have to close our clubs because we have not ensured they are safe. What we are asking is 

a ‘one-off’ and as long as the conditions are adhered to, we will not have to do anything like 

this again. 

We must also remember, above all, that our members are individuals with individual needs 

and feelings where Covid is concerned. I have witnessed very extreme responses to safety 

whilst travelling around the county’s clubs in the last couple of months; we need to be 

consistent so that people feel safe in EVERY club they visit. We have to respect others and 

if anyone feels that a club they are visiting does not offer them the level of safety they feel 

comfortable with, they should be able to refuse to play with no comeback on them. To this 

end all league management committees must be prepared to adapt such things as scoring 

systems so that no club is penalised because they decide on occasion that they are unable to 

play due to a lack of regard for safety on the part of a hosting club. 

---------------------------------- 

Thank you for reading this rather long letter but we want to get it right. With the kind of 

support and encouragement you all showed last year, I’m sure this re-opening step can be 

quite easily achieved. The clubs I had the pleasure of visiting for accreditation with “Safe to 

Bowl” status will be able to complete the “Checklist” or update their risk assessment quite 

easily I am sure. For those clubs who do not have “Safe to Bowl” status, this should be easily 

done through a short discussion with your venue representative.  

Personally, I am very happy with the ESMBA’s response which reflects the government’s 

decision to open up society as much as possible whilst acknowledging that Covid is still a real 

and present threat. I hope you feel the same and will be able to look forward to a great 

season safely enjoying the sport we love. 

Please note – this letter and attachments are not part of the current AGM agenda and 

as such any queries need to be addressed directly to myself and not to the Secretary 

or through ‘Open Forum’ discussion. 

As before, if you need any help, please ask. I love visiting your wonderful clubs and meeting 

people whose names, but not necessarily faces, have become familiar over the course of the 

last few years. 

I look forward to receiving your completed “Checklists” and ensuring all our members can 

return safely as soon as they choose to do so. 

Jill. 


